The period instrument revival
began in the early 1960s with the
revolution fostering the growth of
many fine orchestras around the
world. The Academy of Ancient
Music was formed by Christopher
Hogwood in 1973 and in addi-
tion to giving concerts across all
continents, has made over 250
recordings.

The concert began with Handel’s
Concerto Grosso in F Major and
with the subtle stand lighting the

ensemble under the direction of
Pavlo Beznosiuk gave a sparkling
performance under shimmering
stars. Beznosiuk, who teaches
baroque violin at the Royal Con-
servatory in The Hague and at
the Academy in London is equally
at home on modern and period
instruments and has been praised
for his versatility and virtuosity.
And one can understand why - his
beautiful tonal qualities carried
perfectly and with a simply phe-
nomenal technique, his trills and
fast semiquaver passages were
flawless, especially in the Vivaldi
Concerto in B Flat For Oboe and
Violin.

Dutch oboist Frank de Bruine
matched with a good balance and
rounded soft tone, never harsh or
penetrating. A thoughtful, sensi-
tive and yet stylish and joyous
performance. The well chosen
tempi kept the textures lucid and
distinct and despite the difficul-
ties beset by outdoor venues,

the ensemble achieved a superb
variety of dynamics with the soft-
est pianissimo imaginable. It was
a stunning blend of textures from
a seemingly limitless palette of
colours.

The ensemble will return to Cy-
prus to present Purcell’s Dido and
Aeneas on October 2 - a date to
diarise from now...

The guests were then treated to

a sumptuous buffet dinner with
Keheyan’s mission for the evening
accomplished - to have touched
the hearts and minds of many
and to continue for the next 10
years building the ‘Pharos Family’.
Happy Birthday!

The next concert, in memory of Nicolas
Economou will feature pianist Martha Ar-
gerich, violinist Dora Schwarzberg and cel-
list Alexander Chaushian in a programme of
Franck, Schumann and Shostakovich at the
Strovolos Municipal Theatre on July 2 at
8.30pm. Tel. 22-663871
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